All news

Press releases
Blog
Speeches
Fact sheets
Op-eds

Photos and
videos

Livestreams
Archives

Media contacts

Was this page
helpful?

]
Helpful

'@ Not
helpful

Home » News » Press Releases

Was this page helpful?

ié Helpful

'® Not helpful

Biden-Harris Administration
Launches S45 Billion
“Internet for All” Initiative to
Bring Affordable, Reliable
High-Speed Internet to
Everyone in America

B ICT Supply Chain IP# Infrastructure

Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo and Governor Roy
Cooper Announce $45 Billion
“Internet for All” Initiative

FOR IMMEDIATE
RELEASE
Friday, May 13, 2022

During Durham Visit

Office of Public Affairs
Today, U.S. Commerce Secretary
Gina M. Raimondo will visit
Durham, N.C., to announce the
launch of the Biden-Harris

Administration’s Internet for All initiative, which will invest $45 billion to
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provide affordable, reliable, high-speed internet for everyone in
America by the end of the decade. The initiative will be administered
and implemented by the U.S. Department of Commerce’s National
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA).

“In the 21st century, you simply cannot participate in the economy if
you don’t have access to reliable, affordable high-speed internet,” said
Secretary Raimondo. “Thanks to President Biden’s Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law, Americans across the country will no longer be held
back by a lack of high-speed internet access. We are going to ensure
every American will have access to technologies that allow them to
attend class, start a small business, visit with their doctor, and
participate in the modern economy.”

The programs will build internet infrastructure, teach digital skills, and
provide necessary technology to ensure that everyone in America —
including communities of color, rural communities, and older
Americans — has the access and skills they need to fully participate in
today’s society.

“The resources in President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law will
allow us to bring broadband infrastructure to every corner of our
country, make service affordable for everyone, and ensure users have
the devices and digital skills they need,” said Deputy Secretary of
Commerce Don Graves. “But in order to succeed, we need a whole-of-
government and whole-of-nation approach — everyone who has a
stake in our connected future should get involved now.”

“Generations before us brought electricity to rural America and built the
interstate highways,” said Alan Davidson, Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Communications and Information. “Our generation’s
task is to connect all Americans online. Thanks to the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law, today NTIA is launching major new programs to
promote Internet access and adoption so that everyone in America has
a chance to thrive in the modern economy.”

The Internet for All programs launched today with three Notices of
Funding Opportunity:



e Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD)
Program ($42.5 billion);

» Enabling Middle Mile Broadband Infrastructure Program ($1
billion); and,

» State Digital Equity Act programs ($1.5 billion).

To participate in the BEAD Program, states and other eligible entities
must submit a letter of intent and a planning funds budget, which

will unlock $5 million in planning funds and allow states to begin
creating their five-year action plan. Each state will have direct support
from dedicated NTIA staff through every step of the process. Each
participating state is guaranteed a minimum $100 million allocation,
with additional funding determinations made based on the forthcoming
coverage maps from the Federal Communications Commission.

The Enabling Middle Mile Broadband Infrastructure Program will award
grants on a technology-neutral, competitive basis to eligible entities for
the construction, improvement, or acquisition of middle-mile
infrastructure. Today’s launch of the State Digital Equity Planning
Grant Program kicks off a series of Digital Equity Act steps that will
invest $1.5 billion to heighten adoption and use, like digital literacy
training, for those who need it most, including communities of color,
rural communities, and older Americans.

For more information, please read the Internet for All Fact Sheet.
About NTIA

NTIA, part of the U.S. Department of Commerce, is the Executive
Branch agency that advises the President on telecommunications and
information policy issues. NTIA's programs and policymaking focus
largely on expanding broadband Internet access and adoption in
America, expanding the use of spectrum by all users, advancing public
safety communications, and ensuring that the Internet remains an
engine for innovation and economic growth.
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